'IRAQ,
under the nominal sovereignty of the Sultan1 and he was,
strictly speaking, a usurper. The prospect of Kuwait, however,
as a Russian port or as the German terminus of the Baghdad
railway overcame any scruples which may have been felt.
Khaza'al, Shaikh of Mohammerah, owing allegiance to
Persia and possessing immense power on both the Persian and
Turkish sides of the lower Shatt al-cArab, over which he exer-
cised de facto control, was also brought on Lord Curzon's
suggestion, into excellent understanding with the British
Government.2
Throughout the later nineteenth and the early twentieth
centuries, it was Lord Curzon who, having taken India and the
Middle East as his special interests, did more, both as a private
citizen and as a public servant, than any other individual of his
day3 to direct attention to the rivalries of the Powers in the
Middle East, and to the necessity of British control in the
Persian Gulf and its extensions, and of strengthening India's
defences against what he believed to be dangers of the greatest
1  Lord Curzon, in 1892, had recognized that Kuwait o\\ed allegiance to
Turkey.  He wrote' 'Northward from Port Ujair, Ottoman dominion is estab-
lished (on the Arab coast of the Gulf) without dispute as far as Fao *  Op  cit ,
Vol. 11, p. 462.  Kuwait was included in the territory thus described.  Sir A T.
Wilson (Persian Gu/f, p. 251) wrote, 1928, that until 1896, it was 'regarded at
home as under the exclusive influence of Turkey*.  It would appear that while
Ottoman sovereignty had never been contested until 1899, its claim had rested
lightly on the Shaikh.   In the agreement between Great Britain and Turkey,
1913, never ratified, Kuwait was recognized as an autonomous qddha in which
the British had a privileged position.
2 Further agreements not to give pearl or sponge fishing concessions except
by permission of the British Government, were signed by the Shaikh of Kuwait,
July 39th, 1911, and later in the same year by the Shaikh of Bahrain and the
shaikhs of the Trucial Coast, Aitchison, op. cit, Vol. XI, Persian Gulf, No. xxxix.
Agreements not to allow other post offices than those of India were signed by
the Shaikh of Kuwait, February 28th, 1904, ibid , No. xxxvm; by the Shaikh of
Bahrain in 1911, not to grant oil concessions without permission of the British
Government, by the Shaikh of Kuwait, October 27th, 1913, ibid., No. XLI;
by the Shaikh of Bahrain, May i4th, 1914, ibid., No. xvi; by the shaikhs of the
Trucial Coast in February and May, 1922, ibid , Nos. xxxiv, xxxv. The Shaikh
of Qatar entered into an agreement on November 3rd, 1916, to observe all
previous treaties with the shaikhs of the Persian Gulf, ibid., No. XXXin.
3 See tribute paid to him by Lovat Frazer, one time editor of the Times of
India, in Pro. C. Asian Soc., January 8th, 1908, pp. 7 ff., and in India under
Curzon and After > p. 9.
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